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Dear Friends,

2017 was SEAL’s 20th year. With a record number 
of projects completed and a series of anniversary 
events raising record funds, we were proud 
to celebrate entering our third decade of 
community-led projects, raising incomes and 
creating jobs across Lebanon.

We look forward to 20 more years of targeted 
and impact-driven projects that directly connect 
friends of Lebanon and the diaspora living around 
the world with rural entrepreneurs in Lebanon. 
Thank you for your support. 

With best wishes, 
The SEAL Team

3,928
Families served

16,000m
Irrigation pipes  
installed (across  
3 regions of  
Lebanon)20 

Projects  
implemented

100 
Beekeeping  
suits and  
beehives  
purchased

4
Women-led  
businesses 
launched  
(including  
2 soap  
factories)

6
Vehicles  
delivered

  2017 IN NUMBERS

About SEAL 
SEAL provides equipment 
and other assets as well 
as training and business 
advice directly to coopera-
tives, small social enter-
prises and municipalities in 
isolated areas of Lebanon. 
To date we have helped to 
launch or expand over 130 
initiatives since inception.

The Context 
Lebanon is a small country 
of 4.5 million people, 
but over 28% of the local 
population lives in poverty. 
Between the high cost of 
agricultural inputs, lack 
of proper irrigation,  the 
blockage of Lebanon’s land 
borders due to the ongoing 
war in Syria, environmental 
threats, and the pressure 
on jobs and public services 
posed by the 1.5 million 
vulnerable refugees in the 
country, rural communi-
ties are currently facing a 
crisis. Indeed, the number 
of people living in poverty 
has doubled since the start 
of the Syrian war. 

SEAL is working towards  
a dignified future for 
Lebanon's most vulner-
able populations - who 
need our support to 
achieve this.
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	 	 DONOR NUMBERS  300%
	 TRIPLED compared  

		  with 2016 

	 CORPORATE 13	 SUPPORTERS JOINED
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$841,603  
RAISED BY 360+ DONORS 

	 GUESTS ATTENDED 340	 SEAL’S 2017 GALA   
celebrating 20 years of SEAL and the band  

MASHROU’ LEILA

Mashrou’ Leila performing 
to a packed venue at SEAL’s 
20th Anniversary Gala,  
September 2017
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	 NEW WEBSITE LAUNCHED 
	 at seal-usa.org 

  		   
	 SOCIAL MEDIA  

FOLLOWING DOUBLED from  

1,430 to 2,613 (across platforms)

	 AMBASSADORS OF SEAL
 	 launched for young people to engage 		

	 in SEAL’s work

	 	
  	 20 SPECIAL-EDITION 			 

	SCULPTURES “Hobb - ّحب”  

by Nayla Romanos Iliya sold in aid of SEAL
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The first event organized 
by the Ambassadors of 
SEAL: Cocktails & Comedy 
with comedian Mo Amer, 
April 2017

 



  PROJECTS
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  2017 
20 projects completed 
$492,065
project investment doubled 
compared with 2016

  1997 -  2017

133projects completed 

$2,911,001
invested in projects

BEKAA

20%

SOUTH 

30%

NORTH

20%

MOUNT  
LEBANON

30%

  2017 PROJECT FOCUS 

  REGIONAL SPREAD

50%  
LAND &  
AGRICULTURE

25%   
WOMEN IN THE  
WORKFORCE 

25%   
WATER & IRRIGATION
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  WOMEN IN THE WORKFORCE

4. Refrigerated truck for  
Khyara mouneh house,  
BEKAA 

5. Soap factory in  
Gharifee, MOUNT  
LEBANON 

SPOTLIGHT:  Food Production in Jezzine 

Of course all new things are difficult. But then you get 

used to it. These machines are new for us: we were used to 

doing everything by hand. But it gives us energy and en-

thusiasm to work. We’re excited. It’s making things much 

less tiring for the women in this village. Before we would 

spend the whole day working by hand. The day would end 

and we still wouldn’t be done!

We didn’t work before because there wasn’t any work 

around here. But this work makes us stronger. When we 

work we’re happy and excited about the produce. Our 

money will go to the family and to the children. I want to 

work to get money to buy medicine for my son. It makes 

things easier to work and have your own money.”

Layla, cooperative member, Jezzine

   2

   3

   4

   5

   1

1. Food Production  
in Jezzine, SOUTH  
In memory of  
Dr. Nabil Husami 

2. Food production in 
Mejdel El Koura, NORTH 
Sponsored by The Anthony 
R. Abraham Foundation

3. Soap factory in  
Al Souweni, SOUTH
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Spotlight: Salim’s Story  
Salim has been working in olive cultivation for 65 years 
now. He has 7 children who are all married. One of them 
lives in Lille in France, the rest are in Lebanon. Salim 
usually reinvests the money he makes back into the 
land. Since SEAL’s grant to the Zaarouriye cooperative, 
Salim has been able to sell his olive oil to them at a  
better price. 

He is grateful to be able to sell his oil but even more 
grateful to be able to benefit from this project in other 
ways. He received training on how to improve the  
quality of his oil. He learned early harvesting techniques 
to ensure the olive seeds are of a higher quality, and tips 
on collecting and pressing the oil.

Salim, olive farmer & SEAL beneficiary, Zaarouriye

  LAND & AGRICULTURE
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1. Hangar for orange  
blossom water in 
Maghdouche, SOUTH 
Sponsored by The Anthony 
R. Abraham Foundation

2. Pruning shears  
in Baskenta, MOUNT  
LEBANON Sponsored by 
Pierre Abousleiman

3. Olive oil bottling &  
collection in Zaarouriye,  
MOUNT LEBANON

4. Waste sorting truck  
in Sarafand, SOUTH

5. Apple chips in Mristy, 
MOUNT LEBANON 
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1. Tanin el Nahel  
beekeeping, MOUNT  
LEBANON  Sponsored by 
Kamil Salame

2. Pickup truck for 
packaging & marketing 
center in Bater,  MOUNT 
LEBANON

3. Small truck for  
Chadra cooperative, 
NORTH

4. Pickup truck for  
Mejdel Zoun cooperative, 
SOUTH

5. Tractor for Hasbaya 
cooperative, NABATIYEH 
 

1. Water pipes in Nabha,  
BEKAA

2. Water well in Anjar, 
BEKAA

3. Water pipes in Anjar, 
BEKAA

4. Water pipes in Al Nahr, 
NORTH  Sponsored by 
Ambassadors of SEAL

5. Water networks in  
Tannourine, NORTH

  WATER & IRRIGATION  LAND & AGRICULTURE
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2017  GALA	 We were thrilled to welcome over 340 guests to our gala on September 27,  
2017, and to celebrate the Lebanese band Mashrou’ Leila as well as SEAL’s  
achievements over 20 years. The gala took place at the historic Capitale venue  
in downtown Manhattan, and we would like to thank our corporate gala  
partners for their invaluable support. 

Thank you to all our generous supporters 
 

	 Lifelong Corporate Sponsor 

 

 
	 Silver Sponsors	 Bronze Sponsor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Gala Committee: Claudia Bitar, Denise Challita, Nayla Hadchiti, Nadine Hajjar, Lara Kairouz, Eleonore 
Koulajian, Victoria Lupton, Maya Malek, Adla Massoud, Joumana Tager.

Special thanks to: All Mashrou’ Leila’s bandmates (Firas Abou Fakher, Carl Gerges, Haig Papazian, Hamed 
Sinno) and to the band’s management team. Thanks also to the talented Nathaly Aucar, Jennifer Wright, Chloe 
Squires, and to our volunteers: Izzy Kacha, Talia Kairouz, Saria Massoud, Amanda Zihenni (head volunteer).

#20for20 Supporters  
A special 20th anniversary 
donation of $20,000 and up 
Liz & George Altirs
Joseph & Claude Audi  
	 Charitable Foundation 
Interaudi Bank 
Claudia & George Bitar 
Danielle &  
	 George Boutros 
Carmen & Ray Debbane 
Anthony R. Abraham 		
	 Foundation 
Lara & Habib Kairouz 
Kamil Salame 
Nadine & Nicolas Sayegh  
Cody J Smith 
Sandy & Tony Tamer 
Anwar Zakkour

Benefactors ($10,000+)  
Avis Car Rental  
Allo Taxi  
Pierre Abousleiman 
Sara & Hussein Khalifa 
Eleonore &  
	 Nigol Koulajian  
	 (NOK Foundation) 
Maya & Marc Malek 
Nathalie &  
	 Karim Sawabini 
Fuad Sawaya 
Marie & Mario Soussou 
Riad Younes

Patrons ($5,000+)  
Hotel Albergo  
Hayat & Monir Barakat 
Karine & Charles Boorady 
Najib Canaan 
Denise Challita 
Julia Gasser &  
	 Nadim Barakat 
Nayla Hadchiti 
	 Creative Bridge Fund 
Maha Kaddoura 
Joelle & Wissam Kairouz 
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Patrons ($5,000+)  
Dana & Walid Khoury 
Loeb & Loeb, LLP  
Edward Mafoud  
	 Damascus Bakery 
Aimée & William Maroney 
Rhona & Camile Saba 
Semir Sirazi 
Karim Tabet 
Joumana & Philippe Tager 
Aida & Charbel Tagher

Donors ($2,500+) 
Anonymous
Yara & Bernard Abdo
Rania & Jean Abouhamad
Claudia & Ziad Barghash
Carole Ghosn
Dolly & Gilles Kacha
Maria & Paul Kacha
Lana & Alain Karaoglan 
Khajak Keledjian 
Nadim Razzouk 
Nada & Christian Rizk 
Sylviane & Bud Zehil

Supporters ($1,000+)
Meya Abed 
Josyann Abisaab &  
	 Michel Brogard 
Rima & Zac Alameddine 
Kinda & Philippe Asseily 
Fadi Attiyeh 
Rola &  
	 Dr Rachid Baddoura 
Sima & Khaled Beydoun 
Nabil Abou Charaf 
Nicolas Chbat 
Andrée &  
	 Camille Chebeir 
Orla Coleman &  
	 Rikki Tahta 
Katherine & Eli Curi 
Paul Dawalibi 
Marieline & Ahmed Deek 
Cristina Enriquez-Bocobo 

Supporters ($1,000+) 
Nila & Nazareth  
	 Festekjian 
Alisha & Rani Gharbie 
Wael Gholmieh 
Taymour Grahne 
Salim Haddad 
Mona Husami 
Hady Kafoury 
Laya Khadjavi 
Shereene &  
	 Amr Idriss Kronfol 
Rita & André Jammet 
Serge Jureidini 
Houda &  
	 Michael Kassouf 
Fawzi Kyriakos-Saad 
Laura Lati 
Dee & Abdi Mahamedi 
Lena & Majd Maksad 
Adla & Alex Massoud 
Charles Massoud 
Samer Nsouli 
Patrick de Picciotto 
Hala Shouckair &  
	 Omar Gharzeddine 
Hala & Samir Si-Ahmed 
Mindy & Gabriel Tagher 
Karine & Wahbe Tamari 
Randa Tohme

In-Kind Donors 
Ahmad Alhussein 
Blessing 
Booz Allen 
Byblos 
Christie's 
Nadine Hajjar, 		
	 Communica Design 
Manousheh NYC 
Massaya 
Naya 
Stephanie Tager 
	

Friends / Monthly Donor 
Roy Baladi

Friends  
Alex Abboud
Hani Abdul Baki
Christopher Abi-Aad
Gabriella Abdelnour
Liliane & Roger Abihabib
Rana Abihabib
Roshanak Afkhami
Khaled Al Ahmed
Yara Akkari
Elias Alakiki
Audree Anid
Rabih Aouad
Eddy Abou Arraj
Angela Assal
Elsy & Dean Atallah
Tamara Atallah
Julie Audi
Yasmine Audi
Mary-Ann Awada
Rewa Baassiri
Gael & Emile Bacha
Walid Badaoui 
Maral Balian
Sam Barakat
Lina Beydoun
Dina Bizri
Georges Blanco
Sarah Borgi
Cathy Chalemian
Maha & Paul Challita
Carla Chammas
Cyril Chamoun
Chase Chehadeh
Cristina Civetta &  
	 Ed Scheetz
Nathalie Clerc
Richard Cochinos
Estelle Corm
Yara Daher
Karim Dandashy
Annabel Daou
Joseph Daoud
Diana & Ziad Fadel
Marina & Tarek Fadel
Christine Fakhri
Lina El Fil
Jeyran Gharajedaghi
Marinette & John Giaquinta
Yara Gholmie
Yasmeen Gholmieh
Deep Gujral
Pia Haddad
Cynthia Haidar
Susie Hahn
Nadine Hajjar 
Peter Hamamji

Friends  
Qusai Hammouri
Nizar Harake
James Hart
Julia Healey
Rami Idriss
Ghada & Nicolas Jabbour
Yasmine Kacha
Leila Kacha
Sara Kaddoura
Jessica Kalache
Gustav Kalm
Joumana Karnaby
Eva Khoueiri
John Kurey
Victoria Lupton & 
	 Stefan Tarnowski
Michael Macary
Joylynn Mansourati
Denise Maroney
Daniel Marshi
Philippe Massoud
Rania Matar
Bardia Mesbah
Harriet Middleditch
Waleed Mneimneh
Diana Mohyi
Daniel Morales
Mona Lisa Mouallem
Jacques Mouracadeh
Amal Moussa
Mayssam Mouzannar
Wassim Najjar
Katrina Najm
Tamara Najm
Tara Nasr
Raymond Nawar
Haig Nerguizian
Benjamin Pinkas
Rima Rabbath
Vanessa & Majdi Ramadan	
Alexander Rohr
Sara Saksouk
Nada & Gabriel Sara
Albert Sara
Omer Shah
Chloe Squires
Michele Tabet &  
	 Colin Wilhelmson
Sabrina Tager
Stephanie Tager
Stefano Tasso
Sandra Teitge
Theodora G Vardis
Salma Wehbe
Grace Yacoub
Roula Zacca
Zeina El Zein

STAFF & TEAM

Executive Director 	
Victoria Lupton

Project Manager	
Nassif Wakim

Treasurer 
Majd Maksad

Secretary 
Nabil Abou-Charaf

Board of Directors	
Dâna Barakat Khoury 
George Bitar 	
	 (President) 
Habib Kairouz 
Wissam Kairouz 
Marc Malek 
Adla Massoud 
Rima Moawad 
Kamil Salame 
Joumana Tager 
Riad Younes

Advisory Board 
George Boutros 
Raymond Debbane 
Fuad Sawaya 
Anwar Zakkour 
Rami Zurayk

Beirut Committee 
Yasser Akkaoui 
Rami Zurayk 

 

 

communica design
	 brand development + communica t ion



@sealforlebanon  

info@seal-usa.org 
www.seal-usa.org

DONATE MONTHLY OR SPONSOR 
A PROJECT.  100% of SEAL’s operational 

costs are covered by the Board, meaning 

that your donation will go directly to those 

who need it.


